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Pius IX granted all he deemed possible.
Then the French in February drove out Louis
Philippe. Constitutions were the order of
the day in Italy, arid Charles Albert gave his
Sardinians the u Statuto " which was destined
to grow into the law of the whole country
under Victor Emmanuel. The new Papal
Statute was published on March 14, 1848.
It could not hinder the enforced retirement
of the Jesuits from Rome. Metternich had
been overthrown and was a fugitive in Eng-
land. The Piedmontese marched against
Austria, camped in the plains of Lombardy.
^Detachments of the Papal army, blessed by
Pius IX., were joining the devout and
chivalrous Sardinian King, Charles Albert.
Would the Pope don the harness of Julius II.,
and help to drive the Barbarians out of
Venice which they had usurped, from the
Lombard cities where their rule was de-
tested ? Rosmini, " the most enlightened
priest in Italy," held the war to be a just
one; but he deprecated its renewal by Pied-
mont alone; he drew up a plan for the
confederation of Italian States under the
Pope; and meanwhile he strongly approved
of the allocution (April 29, 1848) in which
Pius declined to fight against a Christian
Power.